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The Report "reveals not only individual and isolated acts
of barbarity, but also practices which are beyond the pale of
accepted human conduct, and which could not have
become general without the connivance, encouragement
and direction of superior officers up to the highest.

"If those responsible for these outrages are allowed to
escape punishment it will be the grossest defeat of justice
and a travesty of princeples for which the war has been
fought.

"I emphasise most of all that the war crimes committed
by the Japanese forces in the field, while utterly wicked on
the part of the actual perpetrators, are also part of a system
of terrorism in which all Japanese troops and commanders
participated.

"It is our duty to see that those who organised the system
are punished, and that the system itself is completely
eradicated. Those at the top are, in our view, at least
equally guilty with the actual Um_ﬂmqmﬁoﬂm, on the spot.

"Furthermore, it is the view of the Australian Govern-

ment that the general charge of planning and waging

aggressive warfare which will shortly be preferred against
the major German war criminals applies equally to those in
Japan who are ultimately nowwo:m_zm for the acts detailed in
Sir William Webb’s u.mcoi 3
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- That it would be a travesty of justice, seriously
reflecting on the United Nations, to hang or shoot
the common Japanese soldier or Korean guard while
‘granting immunity 8 Em mo<m8_m: perhaps even
more guilty than he | NG
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Australia, commpiled and edited by Joseph. A. Alexan-
der, 12th ed., 1944, The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd.,
Melbourne. 2 ~+¢° WEBB, Hon. Sir William (Flood),
Kt., cr. 1942; Justice of the High Court of Australia,
apptd. April 1946; former Chief Justice of Qld. 1940-46;
Chrmn. of War Crimes Tribunal 1940~46; Chrmn. Aus-
tralian Industrial Relations Council 1942-45; Commsr.
investigating Japanese atrocities and breaches of Rules
of Warfare since July 1943; b. Jan. 21 1887, Brisb.; ed.
Catholic Schs. and Univ. of Qld. (one of the first under-
graduates enrolled on opening day);

called to Bar, Qld., 1913; public Defender 1915; Offi-
cial Solicitor Public Curator 1916; Crown Solicitor 1917—
1922; Solicitor-Genera 11922-25; Chrmn. Central Sugar
Cane Prices Board 1926 — 1942; Chrmn. Royal Comm-
sns. Traveston Railway Disaster 1925, Transport 1936,
Sugar Industry 1938; twice visited Eng. on Privy Coun-
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cil Appeals. 1919, 1924, Junior Counsel to Sir John Si-
mon, now Viscount Simon; m. Beatrice, d. George Ag-
new, formerly M.LLA., Nundah., Qld., 2 s.,4d,, ; recrea-
tions. gardening, walking;clubs, Brisb. Golf, C. TA. ; ad-
dress. Greenslopes, Brish., Qld.
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The Australian Government is determined that noth
ing that can be be done to punish those responsible for
brutality and cruelty will be left undone. The suffering
and anmaamm imposed on our soidiers cannot be con-
doned, and our determination to act in all cases only
after the most careful investigation does not in any way
lessen our intention to ask that the criminals shall be
taxed with full responsibility for their deeds.
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EXTRACTS FROM STATEMENT MADE BY DREVATT
IN LONDON on 10 September 1945 ON THE RE-
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LEASE OF THE WEBB REPORT. (A1067,UN46/WC/1
p33) 407 IR FELEKERBEERNOWVS
Q° TR QEEDRIOKWERD Vo908
W IEOMTRINT R UED NN DN K EEHIRG

PERERRR D 1) oK B RIS R 4 00 K48 s Qe

KO oo L KEKE W DL QW 4810° EXTRACTS
FROM A STATEMENT MADE BY THE ACTING MIN-
ISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS IN THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES on 12th SEPTEMBER 1945
on JAPANESE WAR CRIMES. (A1067, UN46/WC/1
p32)

“The investigations carried out over the last two
years by the Australian War Crimes Commissioner, Sir
William Webb, have proved that the atrocious behav-
iour which has marked the Japanese forces in battle
areas is part of a policy of systematic terorism, in
which both the private solidier and the Japanese army
commanders have participated. If we do not insist that
those responsible for the initiation and execution of
this system of terrorism are made to stand trial for
their crimes, and that the system which made such hor-
rors possible is entirlely destroyed, we will surely leave
the path open for the dark forces of fascist imperilalism

in Japan to launch their barbarities again uopn the

people of the Pacific in another generation.

“I emphasise here again that the Australian Govern-
ment will hold guilty not only those whose astrocious
crimes are recorded in the summary of the Webb Re-
port but all those, whatever their authority in Japan
and whether of military or civilian status, who have par-
ticipated in the preparation and launching of Japan’s
criminal war of aggression.”

R IHIDE 4% S ENB<HER
¥ (A1066/1,H45/580/6/3 p184)°

ERERREEHINEN-HDND LR DD
N & do iRIEREE° KR g (A1066/1,H45/
580/6/3 p173-77, 179-80) °
NEEXK~AB SvRORVHEZVIWVE OV S
RTOBREUAO0 O WIQU-PE T KN
I L — -~ NEE S M1668 ROLLL 8 #1480 8
EDVERUVRKNC HRU TEEE OV L eeR
A2937/1,10 p28 —~ 57 1148:0° W ORI SRR ERE
B O o35 ° A1066/1,H45/580/6/3. p123 —
31 U»” KEXC - XLRBEUK Y S QR UEREER
FERWKv (HEOVORsU IOl m” EVE
TESDOH P NHIERESS” MDA LWREAY DN ON
RN S O LHERRA O 550)°

Hm® DY AN



