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A QUESTIONNAIRE ON ATTITUDES
TOWARD OLD AGE

Q 1. Are you generally satisfied with your present life? Check the one answer
that comes closest to the way you feel.
1. quite satisfied
2. rather satisfied
3. rather dissatisfied
4, quite dissatisfied

Q 2. What in your everyday life makes you feel life is worth living?
Select one answer.

family ties

work

hobbies

community activities

other:

SR i A o

nothing in paticular

Q 3. Do you believe in the idea that a woman’s place is in the home?
1. yes
2. no
3. no strong opinion on this

Q 4. What comes to your mind when you hear the expression “a home for the aged”?
Check all the answers that come close.
a) a place where you can live a comfortable life with people your age
b) a lonely (or gloomy) place
¢) a place where you don’t have to worry about getting sick
d) a place where you feel the irksome pressure of group living
e) a place where you can act your age
f) a place where old people are unnaturally isolated
g) a place where you can live free of your children’s concerns
h) other:

Q 5. Would you tell us about your family?
Are you presently married 1.yes
2.no
Do you have any children? 1.yes (male - )
(female---+)
2.no

Q 6. Would you tell us your thoughts about the following statements? Check all the
statements that you agree with.
01( )I have a place outside the family where I can pursue my own interests.
02( )I am not easily influenced by circumstances and opinions.
03( )I am well-informed of the income and savings of the household.
04( )Other people do things for me only when they feel like it.
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05(

06 (

07(
08(
09¢(
10(

11(

12¢(
13¢(
14(
15¢(

)T do not want to go to a home for the aged because I would be lonely living apart
from the family.

)I believe that it is basically the responsibility of an individual to look after himself
in his old age. ‘

)1 have begun to make financial preparations for my future life.

)I will go to a home for the aged only as a last resort when I become bedridden.

)T usually make my own decisions about day-to-day financial transactions.

)I am constantly worried about losing the support and affection of those who are
indispensable to me.

)I will arrange to have a visiting nurse or someone look in on me when I become
bedridden. ‘

)1 have a purpose in life.

)I need a person who always thinks of me ahead of all others.

)I want to be taken care of in an institution when I become bedridden.

)1 believe it is basically the responsibility of the government (or society as a whole)
to care for the aged.

(Questions addressed to women with husbands) Check all the statements that you agree with.

16(
17(
18(

)1 consult with my husband about almost everything and usually take his advice.
)If my husband were to die,I would be strong enough to get over it.
)If marriage became unbearable,I would be able to get a divorce.

(Questions addressed to women with children) Check all the statements you agree with.
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)1 want to live with the children because it is sad to live alone(or just with my
husband) .

)I live apart from the children because I want a serene life for myself (and my
husband) .

)1 go to a home for the aged because I want a life independent of the children.

I live with the children because I want to be looked after by them.

)I live in a home for the aged because I respect the rights of the children to lead their
own lives.

) Because of my financial situation,I want to live with the children.

)1 live apart from the children because I believe it is best for all concerned to live
independently .

) The reason 1 go to a home for the aged is that I can live there free of the chil-
dren’s concerns.

) The reason I go to a home for the aged is that I do not want to be a burden to the
children.

)1t is only natural for children to live together with their aging parent (s), so I
live with mine.

)1 believe it is basically the responsibility of children to look after their aging par-
ent(s) .

)When it becomes impossible for me (or for my husband and me) to live alone,I want
to be taken care of by the children.

)When I become bedridden,I expect my daughter-in-law to look after me.
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Q 7. Do you have any worries about your future life?
1. no worries
2. some worries
3. lots of worries

Q 8. If your answer to Question 7 is either 2 or 3, what are you worried about?
a)not having financial security
b) being in poor health
c)being unable to take care of yourself
d)not having a happy family life
e)not having a comfortable house to live in
f) other:

If you did not mind, would you tell us what worries you most and why?

Q 9. Have you ever looked after older people?
1. yes
2. no

Q10. If your answer to the above Question is yes,who is it?
a) your own parent
b) your spouse’s parent
¢) your spouse
d) other:

Q11. Have you ever had either full-time or part-time job?
1. yes
2. no

Q12. If you answer to Question 11 is 1,when and how long?
how long (year) total

a) before marriage
b) after marriage

Q13. Whom are you living with?
a) alone
b) your hasband
¢) your son
d) your son’s wife
e) your grand children
f) your daughter
g) other:
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Q14. How old are you?
Q15. Would you tell us your school career?
a) high school

b) junior college,university
¢) other:



