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The “Red Death” had long devastated the country. No pestilence had even been so fatal, or so hideous. Blood was
its Avatar and its seal ——the redness and the horror of blood. There were sharp pains, and sudden dizziness, and
then profuse bleeding at the pores, with dissolution. The scarlet stains upon the hody and especially upon the face
of the victim, were the rest ban which shut him out from the aid and from the sympathy of his fellowmen. And

the whole seizure, progress and termination of the disease, were the incidents of half an hour.
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And now was acknowledged the presence of the Red Death. He had come like a thief in the night. And one by
one dropped the revellers in the blood-bedewed halls of their revel, and died each in the despairing posture of his
fall. And the life of the ebony clock went out with that of the last of the gay. And the flames of the tripods
expired. And Darkness and Decay and the Red Death held illimitable dominion over all.
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In a few minutes more, there came over the scene another radical alternation. The general surface grew some-
whnat more smooth, and the whirlpools, on2 by one, disappeared, while prodigious streaks of foam became apparent
where none had been sesn bzfore. These streaks, at length, spreading out to a great distance, and entering into
combination, took unto themselves the gyratory motion of the subsided vortices, and seemed to form the germ of
another more vast. Suddenly ——very suddenly — this assumed a distinct and definite existence, in a circle of
more than a mile in diameter. The edge of the whirl was represented by a broad belt of gleaming spray; but no
particle of this slipped into the mouth of the terrific funnel, whose interior, as far as the eye could fathom it, was a
smooth, shining, and jet-black wall of water, inclined to the horizon at an angle of some forty-five degrees,
speeding dizzily round and round with a swaying and sweltering motion, and sending forth to the winds an appalling
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voice, half shriek, half roar, such as not even the mighty cataract of Niagara ever lifts up in its agony to Heaven.
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The rays of the moon seemed to search the very bottom of the profound gulf; but still I could make out nothing
distinctly on account of a thick mist in which every thing there was enveloped, and over which there hung a
magnificent rainbow, like that narrow and tottering bridge which Mussulmen say is the only pathway between
Time and Eternity. This mist, or spray, was no doubt occasioned by the clashing of the great walls of the funnel,
as they all met together at the bottom——
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«....Arousing from the most profound of slumbers, we break the gossamer web of some dream. Yet in a second
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afterward (so frail may that web have been) we remember not that we have dreamed. In the return to life from
the swoon there are two stages; first, that of the sense of mental or spiritual; secondly, that of the sense of
physical, existence. It seems probable that if, upon reaching the second stage, we could recall the impressions of
the first, we should find these impressions eloquent in memories of the gulf beyond-:-:-

Amid frequent and thoughtful endeavors to remember, amid earnest struggles to regather some token of Em
state of seeming nothingness into which my soul had lapsed, there have been moments when I have conjured up
remembrances which the lucid reason of a later epoch assures me could have had reference only to that condition

of seeming unconsciousness. These shadows of memory tell, indistinctly, of tall figures that lifted and bore me in

silence down——down still down— till a hideous dizziness oppressed me at the mere idea of the interminable-
ness of the descent. They tell also of a vague horror at my heart, on account of that heart’s unnatural stillness.
Then comes a sense of sudden motionlessness throughout all things; as if those who bore me (a ghastly train!)
had outrun, in their descent, the limits of the limitless, and paused from the wearisomeness of their toil. After
this T call to mind flatness and damgpness; and then all is madness —— the madness of a memory which busies itself
among mongma.om things.

Very suddenly there came back to my soul motion and sound — the tumultuous motion of the heart, and, in my
ears, the sound of its beating. Then a pause in which all is blank. Then again sound, and motion, and touch——a
tingling sensation pervading my frame. Then the mere consciousness of existence, without thought —— a condition
which lasted long. Then, very suddenly, thought, and shuddering terror, and earnest endeavor to comprehend my

true state. Then a strong desire to lapse into insensibility. Then a rushing revival of soul and a successful effort



to move. And now a full memory of the trial, of the judges, of the sable draperies, of the sentence, of the
sickness, of the swoon. Then entire forgetfulness of all that followed; of all that a later day and much earnestness
of endeavor have enabled me vaguely to recall. —— The Pit and the Pendulum.
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