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She had taken all the first steps in- the purest confidence and then she
had suddenly found the infinite vista of a multiplied life to be a dark,
narrow alley with a dead wall at the end. Instead of leading to the high
places of happiness, from which the world would seem to lie below one,
so that one could look down with a sense of exaltation and advantage,
and judge and choose and pity, it led rather downward and earthward,
into realms of restriction and depression where the sound of other lives,
easier and freer, was heard as from above, and where it served to deepen
the feeling of failure. It was her deep distrust of her husband—this was
what darkened the world. . . Then the shadows had begun to gather; it
was as if Osmond deliberately, almost malignantly, had put the lights out
one by one. The dusk at first was vague and thin, and she could still
see her way in it. But it steadily deepened, and if now and again it
had occésionally lifted there were certain corners of her prospect that -

were impenetrably black. o
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“ He’s the incarnation of taste. He judges and measures, approves and
condemns, altogéther by that. It’s exquisite, indeed, since it has led him
to select you as his bride. But have you ever seen such a taste—a really
exquisite one—ruffled?”
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- He had consulted his taste in everything—his taste alone perhaps, as

a sick man consciously incurable consults at last only his lawyer: that

was what made him so different from every one else. Ralph had something

of this same quality, this appearance of thinking that life was a matter

of connoisseurship ; but in Ralph it was an anomaly, a kind of humorous

excrescence, whereas in Mr. Osmond it was the keynote, and everything

was in harmony with it.
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What could be a finer thing to live with than a high spitit attuned
. to softness? For would not the softness be all for one’s self, and the
strenuousness for society, which admired the. ait of supetiority? What
could be a héppier g'ift in a companion than 2 quick, fancifui mind which
saved one repititions and reflected one’s thought on a polished, elegant
surface . . .. His egotism had never taken the crude form of desiring a.



dull wife ; this lady’s intelligence was to'be a silver plate, not an earthen
one—a plate that he might heap up with tipe fruits, to which it would

give a decorative value, so that talk might become for him a sort of
served dessett. )
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The free, keen girl had become quite another person ; what he saw was
the fine lady who was supposed to represent something. What did Isabel
represent? Ralph asked himself; and he could only answer by saying
that she represented Gilbert Osmond.
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It implied a sovereign contempt for evety one but some three ot four
very exalted people whom he envied, and for everything in the world but
half a dozen ideas of his own....But this base, ignoble world, it
appeared, was after all what one was to live for; one was to keep it for
ever in one’s eye, in order not to enlighten or convert or redeem it, but
to extract from it some recognition of one’s own superiority. On the
one hand it was despicable, but on the other it afforded a standard.
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It was the house of darkness, the house of dampness, the house of
" suffocation. Osmond’s beautiful mind gave it neither light nor air; -
" . Osmond’s beautiful mind indeed seemed to peep down from a small, high
window and mock at her.
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The obvious criticism will be that it is not finished—that I have not
seen the heroine to the end of her situation. .. The whole of anything
is never told ; you can only take what groups together. What I have
done has that unity—it groups together. It is complete in itself—and
the rest may be taken up or not, later.”
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He glared at hei; a monient'through the dark, ahd thé next instant she
felt his arms about her and his lips on her own lips. - His kiss was like -
Whlte lightning, a flash that spread, and spread again, and stayed and it
was extraordinarily as if, while she took it, she felt each thmg in his hard
manhood that had least pleased het, each aggressive fact of his face, his
figure, his presence, justified of its intense identity and made one with
this act of possession. So had she heard of those wrecked and under
water following a train of images before they sink. But when darkness
teturned she was free. She never looked about her ; she only darted from
the spot. There wete lights in the windows of the house ; they shone far
across the lawn. In an extraordmanly short time—for the distance was .

considerable—she had moved through the darkness (for she saw nothing)
and reached the doot. Here only she paused. She looked all about her ;



she listened a little; then she put her hand on the latch. She had nto .
known where to tutn ; but she knew now. There was a very straight path.
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N iedr » T, “I can’t escape my fate. I can’t escape unhappiness.”
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Suffering, with Isabel, was an active condition; it was not a chill, a
stupor, a despair, it was a passion of thought, of speculation, of response,
to every pressure.
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Deep in her soul—deeper than any appetite for renunciation—was the
sense that life would be her business for a long time to come. And at
moments there was something inspiring, almost enlivening, in the con-
viction. It was a proof of strength—it was a proof she should some day
be happy again. It couldn’t be she was to live only to suffer: she was
still young, after all, and a great many things might happen to her yet.

To live only to suffer—only to feel the injury of life repeated and enlarged
—it seemed to her she was too valuable, too capable, for that. '
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Résumé

The Otrdeal of Isabel Archer
— A Study of The Portrait of a Lady (II) —

Yuko Eguchi

This paper forms a sequel to my previous one on James’s The porirait of a Lady,
which is contained in the Essays and Studies (Vol. XVI, No. 1, September, 1965)
published by the Academic Society of Tokyo Woman’s Christian College.

The Porirati of a Lady is the most impressive and most soul-elevating of the
novels of the 19th century which have a heroine as the central figure. Among
these novels, Madame Bovary, Anna Karenina and many others are tragedies of
passion, while The Portrai¢ is a tragedy of intelligence, because Isabel Atcher as
the heroine is a modern, intellectual, reflective and self-reliant girl, but, at the
same time, she is so innocent and so unsophisticated that she becomes an easy
victim of her own logic and idealistic notions in the face of crude reality. We
teaders are impressed, however, by her moral integrity and her fortitude with
which she tries to take the responsibility for the consequences of her act of free
will, and thus affront her tragic destiny.

The Portrait owes its greatness chiefly to the artistry of James in drawing
such a unique portrait as Isabel Archer as well as creating other characters
with vatiety and vividness. I attempted to make clear the essential quality of
het character by examining her telations to people surrounding het, especially
to Osmond who becomes her evil fate. As a descendant of the Puritans in her
unyielding courage and her moral uprightness, Isabel is a petson of essentially
noble, strong and developing charactet, and this enables her to accept her suffering,
not as a result of renunciation, but as a way to a higher development of her
self. James knows the meaning of suffering in life deeper than that of happiness,
and, through Isabel, he shows the meaning and value of renunciation, which
can be grasped only by expetiencing such a trying ordeal.
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