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The Crime of Sylvestre Bonnard. Translated by L.
Hearn. Z 420201592 London, John Lane the Bodly
Head Limited.
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~J) “The Garden of Epicurus” (Le Jardin d’Epicure)
I Q ‘In the Elysian Fields” (Aux Champs-Elysies)
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BALTHASAR

Magos reges fere habuit Oriens. .
TERTULL.

En ce temps-12, Balthasar, que les Grecs ont nommé
Saracin, régnait en Ethiopie. Il était noir, mais beau
de visage. Il avait I’esprit simple et le coeur généreux.
La troisieme année de son regne, qui était la vingt-
deuxieme de son 4age, il alla rendre visite 2 Balkis,
reine de Saba. Le mage Sembobitis et l'eunuque
Menkéra 'accompagnaient. Il était suivi de soixante-
quinze chameaux, portant du cinnamome, de la myrrhe,
de la poudre, d'or et des dents d’éléphant. Pendant
gu’ils cheminaient, Sembobitis lui enseignait tant .’in
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fluence des planétes que les vertus des pierres, et
Menkéra I[ui chantait des chansons liturgiques; mais
il ne les écoutait pas et il s’amusait a4 voir les petits
chacals assis sur leur derriére, les oreilles droites, &
I'horizon des sables,  (Balthasar, Chap. 1, pp. 3-4.)

CEE | FHEKRK | @ 1 1P—11<me

Et, entrant dans la maison, ils trouverent I'enfant
avec Marie, sa mére, et, se prosternant, ils I'adorérent.
Et, ouvrant leurs trésors, ils lui offrirent de l'or, de
I’encens et de la myrrhe, ainsi qu’il est dit dans

24

(25)

I'Evangile. (Balthasar, Chap. V, p. 30)
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o o oy BN HLE B VAT QEIFO KRB <SR GEmayQ XD
(TR moMERES MERL EDEN-9 Vv | iz QER VoI 0 s NBE ) WH QR UL
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0 &< RLEMN I O° K OE .o = .The man was naked; his hair and beard were

moae o W W B0 MmO ) ° & m. m:ﬂu&% white, and his body was of a deep red colour.

R RO KA 1] PO B AT B RN & Paphnutius had no doubt that he was the hermit, and
. saluted him with the monks’ usual greeting:
Aﬁ.va_‘:nl_ %IJHH%% U

“Peace be with you, brother! may you one day

O N e & QN B me & I K R taste the sweet joys of Paradise.”
OB KLY =M O° & BE O M B The man did not reply, but remained motionless
Wy 6B M M OB 4o I° K Bam° m:.&_ m.@@omu.ma not to hear. Paphnutius __Bmmﬁma that
g his silence was caused by one of those transports
W saints often enjoy. He knelt with clasped hands by
(Mfere ) fEEEEE®) the unknown’s side and remained thus in prayer till
3 —Seigneur, on dit que vous aimez la reine Candas, mﬂﬁmo‘.ﬁ Hrw.bq seeing his companion had not moved,
votre voisine. Ne me trompez pas: est-elle plus belle he said to him:
. “Father, if you have recovered from the transport
que moi ? (Balthasar, Chap. 1, p. 7) . . ) L.
in which I have seen you, give me your benediction in
2 TR WV <LRT 4K @%%,@DT e our Lord Jesus Christ!”
SHNLHVRP OV LIEQIBRUY N A —2 . The other replied, without turning his head:
NN N K SIS o805 W ITINE” SIRENS LT “Stranger, I know not what you mean, nor this Lord
Jesus Christ.”
2w IR Z N AHHE O 42 5 ° . :
~REERIEMLY 500 A N SHEF-K< “What!” cried Paphnutius. “The prophets have
L A KO UEHEN S 0 WHEH.LPe® KNS foretold him; legions of martyrs have confessed his

Fas X AU 2xa%bR2 ] AU QMK SOOI name ; Ceesar himself has adored him, and but a short
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time ago I had his glory proclaimed by the Sphinx
of Silsile. Is it possible that you know him not?”

“Friend,” replied the other, “it is possible. It
would even be certain were there any certainty in the
world.”

Paphnutius was surprised and grieved at this
man’s incredible ignorance.

“If you know not Jesus Christ,” he said to him,
“your works will avail you nothing, and you will not
gain eternal life.”

The old man replied:

“It is vain to act or to refrain: life or death is
indifferent to me.”

“What ! ” asked Paphnutius, “you do not desire to
live eternally? But, are you not dwelling in this
desert in a hut after the manner of the Anchorites?”

“It would appear so.”

“Are you not naked and deprived of everything?”

“It would appear so.”

“Do you not live on roots and practise chastity ? ”

“It would appear so.”

“Have you not renounced all the vanities of this
world ?”

“In truth, I have renounced those vain things which
are usually men's care.”

“So you are as I am, poor, chaste, and a hermit.
But you are not as I am in the love of God and in
the sight of celestial felicity. Why are you vituous

if you do not believe in-Jesus Christ? Why do you
deprive yourself of this world’s treasure if you do
not hope for treasure in heaven:”

“Stranger, I deprive myself of nothing, and I flatter
myself that I have found a manner of life satisfying
enough, though, to be exact, it is neither a good nor
a bad life. Nothing is in itself honourable or shame-
ful, just or unjust, agreeable or painful, good or bad.
It is opinion which gives things qualities, as salt
savours meats.” (Thais, 1, pp. 23-25)

Paphnutius had listened to the old man’s story
with attention. ;

“Timocles of Cos”, he replied, “I confess that
everything in your purpose is not without sense. It
is wise, for instance, to despise this world’s goods;
but it would be madness to despise the eternal, and
to expose one’s self to God’s anger in the same way.
I deplore your ignorance, Timocles, and I will instruct
you in the truth, so that knowing that a God exists
in three hypostases you may obey this God as a son
obeys his father.”

But Timocles interrupted him:

“Restrain yourself, stranger, from  expounding
your doctrines, and do not attempt to constrain me to
share your opinions. All discussion is sterile. My
opinion is to have no opinion. I live exempt from
troubles, provided that 1 live without preferences.
Resume yoru way, and do not attempt to draw me
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from the blessed apathy in which I am plunged, as
in a delicious bath, after the rough toil of my life.”
(Ibid., pp. 30-31)
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Résumé

Les débuts littétraires de TANIZAKI Jun-ichird
et I'influence d’Anatole France

—— A propos de Kirin ———
Maki Shinotsuka

Une nouvelle historique de TANIZAKI, Kirin, parue dans la revue Shin-
shichG (2¢ série, 1910) marqua les débuts littéraires de ce jeune auteur qui furent
d’autant plus heureux que cette ceuvre recut les éloges de NAGAI Kafu.

Dans cette nouvelle écrite d'aprés deux classiques chinois, le Louen-yu,
Entretien de Confucius avec ses disciples ef le She-ki, Mémoires histor ques de
Sse-ma Ts’ien, nous trouvons aussi I'influence de deux ouvrages d’Anatole France,
Balthasar et Thais, qui venaient d’étre introduits au Japon par l'intermédiaire de
traductions anglaises.

Le jeune TANIZAKI étaient I'un de ces lecteurs d’Anatole France qui,
mécontents du courant naturaliste japonais, alors florissant, cherchaient une voie
nouvelle, \

Pour TANIZAKI, “le roman historique” était “la littérature qui reproduit
le passé” a I'opposé de “la littérature de la vie quotidienne” prénée par I'école
naturaliste, ’

Aprés le succes de Kirin, le roman historique qui n’était jusqualors qu’un
genre plutét mineur se développera a I’époque de Taishd, avec deux grands
auteurs, MORI Ogai et AKUTAGAWA Ryftinosuke.
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