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Minny seemed such a breathing immortal reality that the mere state-
ment of her death conveys little meaning ; really to comprehend it I must
wait—we must all wait —till time brings with it the poignant sense of loss
and irremediable absence, . . Wherever I turn in all the recent years of my
life I find Minny somehow present, directly or indirectly—and with all that
wonderful ethereal brightness of presence which was so peculiarly her own.
And how to sit down to the idea of her death!

Try and remember anything she may have said and done, I have been
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raking up all my recent memories of her and her rare personality seems
to shine out with absolute defiant reality, Immortal peace to her memory !
I think of her gladly as unchained from suffering and embalmed forever in
all our hearts and lives. Twenty years hence what a pure, eloquent vision
she will be 4
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It’s almost as if she had passed away so far as I am concerned—from
having served her purpose, that of standing well within the world, invit-

ing and inviting me onward by all the bright intensity of her example 5

WA H James ZILHiH HALHELETEORIICABEE, BRI Z20®H
PRUBEORICEAI 512, I MBNEY + 25 vid, James o3
HRTUL»EERLEERZ IR THA 5, REOHEISES ., BELER
oI tERBNELUIRIIEEZL LN o256 UV James 3, BEOKL»
BET A EICE T, A THEEOFEEOLEE, FEOOHOHIZS 2 LA
N, oD LTI EVHEKIZOTH B,

“Twenty years hence what a pure, eloquent image she will be!”
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She had an unquenchable desire to think well of herself. She had a
theory that it was only under this provision life was worth living ; that one
should be one of the best, should be conscious of a fine organization (she
couldn’t help knowing her organization was fine), should move in a realm of
light, of natural wisdom, of happy impulse, of inspiration gracefully chronic,

@
Isabel was probably very liable to the sin of self-esteem ; she often

surveyed with complacency the field of her own nature,
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Altogether, with her meager knowledge, her inflated ideals, her confi-
dence at once innocent and dogmatic, her temper at once exacting and in-
dulgent, her mixture of curiosity and fastidiousness, of vivacity and indiffer-
ence, her desire to look very well and to be if possible even better, her
determination to see, to try, to know, her combination of the delicate, des-
ultory, flame-like spirit and the eager and personal creature of conditions :
she would be an easy victim of scientific criticism if she were not intended

to awaken on the reader’s part an impulse more tender and more purely
expectant.
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When you’ve lived as long as I you’ll see that every human being has
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his shell and that you must take the shell into account. By the shell I
mean the whole envelope of circumstances. There’s no such thing as an
isolated man or woman; we're each of us made up of some cluster of ap-
purtenances. What shall we cali our ‘self’ ? Where does it begin ? Where
does it‘ ehd? It overflows into everything that belongs to us—and then it
flows back again. I know a large part of myself is in the clothes I choose to
wear. I'v a great respect for things! One’s self—for other people —is one’s
expression of one’s self ; and one’s house, one’s furniture, one’s garment,

the books one reads, the company one keeps—these things are all expressive,
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I can do what I choose — I belong quite to the independent class. 1
try to judge things for myself ; to judge wrong, I think, is more honourable
than not to judge at all. I don’t wish to be a mere sheep in the flock; I
wish to choose my fate and know something of human affairs beyond what

other people think it compatible with propriety to tell me.
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The peril for you is that you live too much in the world of your own
dreams. You're not enough contact with reality—with the toiling, striving,
suffering, I may even say s'nning, world that surrounds you, You're too
fastidious. You’ve too many graceful illusions. .

You are too fond of admiration, you like to be thought well of. You
think we can escape disagreeable duties by taking romantic views — that’s
your great illusion, my dear. But we can’t. You must be prepared -on

many occasions in life to please no one at all—not even yourself.

B DONERBEICH T 5 A3, CoHGOEMCEH Tk ), RICRHR
LMERFEBOMBRI A DICA 5, Thidthic, WA TR LBHECHER LI
&Y, WRPEAMNBALHEONBICEPE L ST, AL UicEHIE
MEPRIZE B3IV ST, ZOEMPHHETLOTH 3,

WA & T, NEOBAREE, OFMCS, MBIy, FEMWIC LG
BPAbNhB L) REETHFERDBILETHY, HERLEFICYL - T, R
R LIRS, RATSERPRD T, #HERETLZ L TH 1, HEL
IT LY, TOERICH LI LI RAMBRTLE TR LR, - 12, KD
FEIBBLS, B THMNTH Y, BT AH 5, 3, MBoZLt2dH
FOVBATELQRFH L L ThY, HEBTHAKsBHLIFEBET (L0
o, MBTETHVFEETH L LEZEL T, Mo nERORESEY
ZUAREE LSR8 LB LENH B, Goodwood @ X 5z, EEMNR
B oEECHD 5 &, BEERNCENZEUT, UL ITALTULE ) BREESY
WICId D B, P, FEIBIC s SE L oBEN s AMEBERPHAR, h
3, DEEBMORELEES2EICL T, BEVEFZR~NEBTEC, &
BITETHE, 2niZBEOHADOIETH - T, EAOEHOHW TS -
TRE LR o1, 0N, %o “deeper rhythm of life” & #54d =
12X 25 Lo tr TRz sRy, ULirl, SBR—HIC,
—EOECHETH ), BOOITRTEHIZAS I L PEKT S, MALZECD
b, POHBEMHIL L ) RFBOEEE TH S Isabel 1213, zo0LH7i
EIBOEEY, i oBE L 3EMT 3L cBbh3, 20X )i Isabel
ORMBIIHD T, BISHRBEBERTH 225, —0, HLOLOBE LA
3, HOCHEOHEESHFET LD TH 5,

Deep in her soul—it was the deepest thing there—lay a belief that if a
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certain light should dawn she could give herself completely ; but this image,

on the whole, was too formidable to be attractive.
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5 7% Isabel OB 2R D L ) IcHiiE+ 3, “Do you know I'm very much
afraid of it—of the remarkable mind of yours?”
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© “PIl tell it you after all. It's that I can't escape my fate.”
“Your fate?”
“I should try to escape it if I were to marry you.”
~ «] don’t understand. Why should not that be your fate as well as
anything else ? ”
“Because it's not,” said Isabel femininely. “I know it’s not. It's not
my fate to give up—I know it can’t be.”
“Do you call marrying me giving up ?”
“Not in the usual sense. It's getting — getting — getting a great deal,
But It’s giving up other chances.”
“Other chances for what ?”

“I don’t mean chances to marry.”
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“I can’t escape unhappiness,” éaid Isabel. “In marrying you I shall be
trying to.... I’'m not bent on a life of misery. I've always been intensely
determined to be happy, and I’ve often believed I should be... But it comes

over me every now and then that I can never be happy in any extraordi-

nary way ; not by turning away, by separating myself from life. From the



usual chances and dangers, from what most people know and suffer.”
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