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The longitudinal study of the development of the group structure in pres-

chool children.

by Fumiko Kamo

We have been planning to investigate the socialization process in preschool
children, and this is the first report of the research about the development
of the group structure carried out during the last three years.

It is often said that sociometric score is a useful measure to know the
group structure, but when we investigate the preschool childern, there are
some difficuties to use this technique. Then we devised the picture-sociome-
tric tests, suggested by Marshall and McCandless.

Twenty-six preschool childern of the Y6ji Group (Kindergarten) of Tokyo
Woman's Christian College were observed for one year. And eight sociome-
tric tests were given to the Ss, the test periods changing from week to four
months.

It was shown that the test-retest reliability of our technique was conside-
rably high, so we analyzed the group structure based on these data.

Some sex differences were found through eight test scores.

(1) It is clear that the same sex get together, that is, they tend to choose
the same sex as the intimate in both boys and girls.

On the other hand, their rejection score concentrate on boys, that is, both
boys anb girls tend to dislike boys only.

(2) There are two groups, the older and the younger ones, in both sexes
from the first time. In boys’' groups, we observe some members moving from

one group to another, but we do not find this fact in girls’ groups.



