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Résumé
Reed-ring Ceremony in Japan

By
Shiro Ohmori

In his respectable work Shinto; the Way of Gods, 1905, W. G.
Aston introduced reed-ring (chinowa) ceremony in Japan, and ex-
plained it as a “ modern form of the harai ceremony.” Since then,
during half a century, the researches of folk-lores in Japan have found
many ancient customs existing among this nation to regard the gods
of water as a serpent.

The author sets Japan’s ancient literatures against these folk-lores,
and wishes to clarify that reed-ring ceremony originates from mimic
magic of cutting serpent and that it was a kind of agricultural cults.
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