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Abstract

This study investigates how current attitudes toward English differ depending on the
learning environments of English learners. The learning environments were categorized into
those at home, those in school, and human relationships. In addition, which environments would
increase motivation for learning English was investigated.

A questionnaire was completed by a total of 84 students ranging from 1st graders to 4th
graders at Tokyo Women's Christian University. The questionnaire included items regarding
basic information of the respondents, current attitudes toward English (ie., affective learning

factors), home environments, school environments, and human relationships.



Results showed each learning environment influences affective factors in different manners.
In addition, it was revealed that the human environments affected the current attitudes toward
English the most. As for the home environments, it is important for the family to be interested in
the learner’s desire to learn English because such interest would lead to the improvement of the
learner’'s English proficiency and improve the learner’'s confidence. Results on the school
environments showed that the English learners believe that the more one’s English proficiency
develops, the higher their social status becomes. Therefore, teachers can motivate learners by
letting them imagine how they may use English in the future. Finally, as for human environment
factors, the learners were found to be greatly influenced by their same-generation influential
friends. Therefore, it is important for them to have social interaction with various friends.

To sum up, it can be concluded that different learning environments have different
relationships with affective learning factors. Future research that investigates the most suitable
English-language education in schools which takes home environment factors into careful

consideration would be beneficial.
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